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CIRCULAR LETTER 
FR O.M 

The Baptitt MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
Affembled at LEICEST ER, June 2 and 3, 1778: 
Maintaining the i important Doétrines of three equal Perfons. in the 
Godhead ; Eternal and perfonal Election ; Original Sin ; Par- 


treular Redem tion ; Free fuftification by the rmputed Righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift ; Efficacious Grace in Regeneration 
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the Final Perfeverance of the Saints’; ; anc the Independency, or . 
Congregational Order of the Churches of Chrift. 
a” 12 feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Let- 
rs from, meeting a4 SeurTTon AsHFIELD, NoTTINGHAM, 
LEICESTER, SUTTON 1 the ELMs, ARNSBY, 
 Foxron, Qakuam, SpaLpinc, Sonam, Karterinc, 
WaLcRAVE, NorRTHAMPTON, Roan, OLNEY, CARL-. 
TON, and St. Arbans; as alfo to the many Churches not 
etin this Afiociation, who, notwithftanding, countenance | 
by the Attendance of their Minifters*and Members, 


eg. be to you, and Poics from Gid our Father, and feo ‘om the ; 
Lord Jefus Chrift.. 


we live in a changing World, ‘through the kind’ | 
Pee, and watchful providence of our indulgent God, we 
“have furvived another’ year ; and have been favoured with - 
another annual meeting’ ; > an event this, which we ought 

Sn look with indifference, but furvey with gratitude, and - 
to it as.ayvdice in providence to fummoh us afrefy to duty 
and diligence in’dur Mfafter’s caufe. 

‘Since the laft A ffociation We have loft two valuable Brethren* ; eee 
whofe jadgmenit, mecknefgand love were confpicuous on thefe 
‘cahons may thefeinftances of mortality rowfé'us that furvive 
imitation of their amiable characters, and us with increal~ 
ingiardor-to fupply their abfenée ! 

‘fie minifters and meflengéts being aflembled at the place ‘and | 
time appoiited, afte the brethren had engaged in prayer, 
We read ithe euters frou the different Churches; and heard them. 
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with that mixture of joy and forrow,which the nature of their con~ | 
tents required. It is with deep concern we inform you, that feve- @ 
ral of our churches are without Paftors, and fome of them have @ 


the ftated means of grace ; while others complain of declenfions 
ar languor. QO, naa may all plead with God for revivings 
from his prefence ! It is, however, with pleafure we can inform 
‘you that fome have enjoyed revivings, are well attended, and that 
the work of the Lord is going forward: fo that, upon the whole, 
though we have reafon to be deeply humbled, there is caute for 


thankfulnefs and praife. 


Laft year we endeavoured to fhew the nature, dignity, order, | 


&c. of aGofpel Church; and, as an improvement of what we 
then fuggefted, fhall now point out—the duties incumbent upon 
members of fuch a Society—the way and manner in which they 
fhould be performed—the motives by which they areenforc’d— and 
the confequences refulting from a proper regard to them. 

The duties which Membegs of fuch a body ought to regard, may 
be confidered either as private or public, as perfonal or relative, as 


particular or general: however, it is notour defign, nordo we fup-_ 
pofeathat you can expect us at prefent, to enter into a copious 


difplay of every duty prefcribed in the word of God, though we 
earneitly with your diligent regard to every precept contained in it. 
As all duties, whether private or public, perfonal or relative, 
owe their beauty, vigour, {pirituality, and acceptablenefs to the in- 
fluence received from Chrift the head of the church, it ought to be 
your daily concern to be dealing with the blood of fprinkling : for, 
as all the veflels of the 
and thereby confecrated ; fo, if ever your fervices be acceptable, it 
mutt be as they are performed underthe influence of Chrift ; becaufe 


Oved, Fieb.13. 15. Dy him, therefere, let us offer the facrifice of ¥ 
pratfe te God continually. 1 Pet. 2. 5. Ye as are 


up a {piritualhoufe, an holy priefthood, to offer up fpiriiual facrifices, 
acceptable to God by Fefus Chrifts We ou to upon 
his atoning facrifice, as the only way in which you can perform 
duties that are holy, acceptable, and efficacious. Tn him there is 


an infinite fulnefs of merit and Spirit ; fo that through him you | 


may do valiantly ; by him youmay.cun through atroop. ‘There- 
fore let it be your concern to imitate the royal fon of Jeffe, when 


he faith ; I will go in the frength of the Lord, making mention of his 


righteoufnefs, even of bis only. Be concerned to eye him in du- 
ties, and perform them. in his ftrength, as well as agreeable to his 
| Live under an abiding feene thatthey will be dry,yca 
you derive enlivening, invigorating in- 

+ Hear his own account of thismattcer, Johnis. 5. Without 


anctuary were {prinkled with blood, 


Ou Cannotlive, nor lean too much upon 
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me you can do nothing. You have great need, therefore, to advert 
to the Apoftle’s advice, when he faith ; Be Prong in the Lord and 
in the power of bis might.— Thou therefore my fon, be flrong in 6 
the grace which is in Chrift Fefus. Let the ‘proud Pharifee boaft 
of his prety, and the haughty moraliftof his power to perform duty; | : 
but let it be your concern to glory innothing, fave in the crofs of i 
Chrift. Prove, by your conduct, in this refpect, that Chriit is ; 
your green fir tree from whom all your frust 1s found. Without adai- a 
ly fupply from him, you will never be devoted to him. Wews | 
you to rife above the Pharifee and Formalift, and to prove, by eve- ad 
ry part of your conduct, that CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL. ‘ 
4 
| 


As a cheerful, conftant difcharge of relative duties depends tpon 
perfonal religion, or internal godlinefs ; you fhould be habitually 
concerned, as indjviduals, to have your fouls kept alive to God, | 
For you will never be uniform and fpiritual, in public and relative J 
duties, if internal religion be neglected, or fuperficially ‘regarded. >| 
Your great concern, dear brethren, fhould ever be,to enjoy conitant : 
communion with God, in privatedevotion. ‘Therefore, be fre- ' 
quent and folemn in {elf-examination ; con{cientious, and conftant 
in the difcharge of fecret duties ; ever remembering, that external a 
fervices,without internal godlinefs,are only like Jeaves without fruit. 
Have a {pecia¥ regard to the internal fprings of your actions, and — 
the different movements of your fouls towards God ; whether your 
faith, hope, love, humility and patience are fuitably exerted, and 
{weetly employed. If, through grace, you are enabled to walk 
with God, having your fouls winged with zeal, and fired with gra- 
titude, the motions of the mind beating an even pulfe towards God; 
this will facilitate every relative and public duty. ‘The great con- 
cern of all, then’ fhould be, toknow God for theirfelves, and toen- 
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joy him as their portion ; for withoutfome experimental acquain- 

tance with f{piritual things, we fhall cither be wholly regardlefs of <4 
public and relative duties, or perform them with great reluctance. =| 
Be fure of it,if our own vineyard be negle&ted, our neighbours will a] 
not be much regarded. | bi | 


Though weare, or ought to be, jointly concerned to carry on 
the caufe of religion in our colleétive capacity ; yet it is proper for 
us to confider, that there are different employments allotted.to us 
by. the providence of God ; and that the feveral {tations ought to 
be kept and filled by thofe who occupy them : Rom. 12. 6, 7, 8. 
Having then gifts differing, according to the grace that is given us,whe- 
ther prophefy, let us prophecy accer ding to the of faith: Or 


4 


~ 


v 


@-: 
a » 


sninifiry let us wait on eur Winiftering, Without a regard to the 
line of duty and fphere of aétion, nothing but anarchy will enfue. 
lhofe-of us who are invefted with any office in the Church, ought 

ferioufly to confider the obligations under which we lie. Such who 
have the honour te be minifters and paftors in the churehes, ought 
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( 4) | 
ili to feed the church of God, by preaching the precious J 
gofpcl, adminiftering ordinances, &c. o ftudy to ap- 
prove themfelves unto God and men, to be faithful to their ms 
to dwell upon the more fub{tantial ‘parts of religion, 
able to defend the.traths of Chrift againtt undermining Hereticks ; i 
to be clear, concife and fpiritual ; their ftile, ought to be manly, e 
“nervous and plain :*in fhort, every part of their conduct whether , 
jn preaching, adminiftering ordinances, er viliting their people, ; 
ought to indicate the unutterable dignity, value, and importance , 
of their great and facred employ. Sce their duty fully delineated § 
in Dr. Gill’s Body of practical Div. Vol. 3d. Likewife a fermon 
by brother Hall at the grdination of brother Moreton of 
ettering. 
So likewife the Deacons,the other order of officers in the church, ; 
have an employment arduous and honorable ;_ their principal eme 
ploy feems to be helpers of the church and minifter ; to take care 
of tables, viz the Lord’s table, the minifter’s table, and the poor’s 
table ; their work and office require much wifdom and prudence, 
faithfulnefs and love, activity and zeal, Xc. 
It is well for minifters and deacons to confider the place they 
ftand in, and the account they have to give in a little time : that 
ought always to found ifi their ears, Thou mu/? give an account of thy | 
Steward/hip. As there is a reciprocal obligation, between the offi- § 
cers inthe Church, end the Members in general, fo Jikewife the | 
latter ought to confider their duty to, their minifters and deacons : 
but as our principal delign in addreffing you this. year, is not to 
deleribe the officers in the church, or their duties in particular,but 
our obligation in general, we fhal] proceed to point out the duties 
which every Church of Chrift ought carefully, and conftantly to 
practife, As all evangelical obedience is founded upon, connected | 
with, and flow from a proper acquaintance with truth; it moft evi- 
dently fojlows, that every church ought to be concerned, ftudioufly 
_ concern’d for the faith and order of the gofpel. If once truth is 
Gone, or trifled with,what kind of a body thal] we be ? You ought § 
to be tenacious for the pure, unmixed, unadulterated yofpel ; and § 
toconiider truth as a jewel which ought not to be bartered away J 
on any account. 2 Cor. 13.8, For we can do nothing againft the 
truth, but for the truth. Prov. 23-23. Buy the truth, and fell it 
eee Sapeeally you ought to ftand faft in this day of abounding | 
So with refpe& to the order of the 


the going out, and coming in of the houfe, Ezek, 42.11. If an indifter- 
ence once prevail amonuft you, | 


concerning either of thefe branch- 
es of duty, your glory as churches will be tarnified, and your § 
other duties fullied, if not entirely {poiled. For what will it avail 
for us to bring zeal without knowledge ; fancy inftead of faith : 


it | 4 


gofpel be concern’d to know 
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it is dangerous to deviate from any part of revealed truth, or order : 
we ought not to decline to the right hand or to the left: we ought 
ever to remember, we have to do wjth a holy God, who is w/e to 
refcribe his own truth and worthip ; ju// to require what he has 
preicribed ; and powerful to revenge a neglect,or indifference about 
either. Jude 3. Contend carnefily for the faith once delivered tothe 
Saints. Phil. 1.27. Striving tegether for the faith of the gofpel. 
1 Cor. 1. 10. Now I befeech you bretpren, by the name of our Lord 
Fefus Chrift, that you all [peak the fame thing, and that there be us 
divifions ameng you 5 but that ye be perfectly joined together in the fame 
mind, and in the sone judgment. ‘Vhe apoftle joins thele to- 
gether, and reprefents them as matter of joy to his mind 
under a viefh of his abfence fromthe Coloffian Saints. Col. 2. 
5. For tho’ I be abfent in the P'lefh, yet am I with you in the [pirit, 
joying, and beholding your order, and the fiedfaftnefi of your faith in 
Chrit. Achurch thus ftriving together, is terrible as an army with 
Banners, C-nt. 6. 4. 

Befides, we as members of a church of Chrift, ought to have 
fervent love to each other ; without this, all connections are un- 
comfortable. Yourrelation to each other requires it ; it is unplea- 
fant without it: it is this which makes communion of faints fo 
defirable. Read Pfalm 133. Surely we who have fuch a Saviour, 
fuch a Spirit, fuch a gofpel, fueh examples, &c. ought tolove fer- 
vently. Sce this amplified and inforced in your lait ycar’s letter, 
wherein the 12 chap. of 1: Cor. isanalized. 

Th church fellowfhip, there ought to be a ftudious concern, and 
conftant endeavour, to maintain, and promote peace as well as pur 
rity. We ought to ftand at the utmoft diftance,. from every thing 
that may break it, confiftent with truth. In order to promote this, 
we fhould ftudy each others tempers and difpefitions, and fee it an 
incumbent duty to give up many little points for the fake of peace: 
never to ftand upon needlefs punctilios, or ftrenuoufly contend for 
our own humours and fancies, with determinate refolution to carry 
our point at all events. We ought to hide every thing we can 
(confiftent with truth and a good confcience) of the weaknefs and 
imperfections of our brethren ; and put the mildeft con{truction on 
their failings, and the mantle oflove over their weaknefles: to ftand 
atthe utmoft diftance from felf importance ; cultivating abecoming 
diffidence and humble deportment: efteeming others better than 
eurfelves : Rom. 14. 19. Let us therefore follow after the shings 
which make for peace: Eph. 4. 3. Endeavour to kecp the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peaee, 2. Cor. 13.14. Live in peace, and the 
rod of love and peace fall be with you. | | 

Members of chriftian communities, ought to fhew a tender fym- 
pathetic concern to, and for each other in every time of trouble = 
agreeable to the apoftclic injun&tion, with thefe that 
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* ftance and fituation will admit of ; and communicate according tof 


q 
( 6 ) 


. , tc. this f thy ought to be fhewn intheir perfonal, and &§ 
po % trials: whatever their affliction 


arife from, we ought as fellow members comfort one anather, 
an 


bear each others burden ; th vifit them as often as our circum. § : i 
the ability which God hath given us ; without this, we fhall not “Il 
be able to thew our love to, or concern for them. Surely if Jefus§ ' 


fymputhize with, we ought not to defpife them : Rom. 12. 13, t. 


jal. 6.10. Do good unto all men cfpecially to the houfehold of faith, 
Happy would it be for the churchesof Chrift, if this communica 9 
tive difpofition prevailed more ; cfpecially in {piritual fubjects, 
Perhaps.no opportunitieshave been more owned of God, then con- 7% 
ference and prayer meetings have. 4 
Perfons allied together inthe bonds of the gofpel,ought to watch 4 - 
ever one another; not as the vulture watches over the prey ; with i, 
defire or defign to take advantage, but in order to apprize them of 9... 


danger, ward off calamities, to prevent them bringing reproach on y 
the yood ways of God, to reprove them when neceflary, to reftore HR, 
when fallen in the fpirit of meeknefs: Eph. 5. 2. Valk in love. 4 


® 


- for all the followers of the Lamb ; efpecially for thofe in fo near a 


In church relation, we are called upon to bear with one another, § 
and not bear hard upon each other ; It is a fure fign of a declining § 
ftate in {piritual concerns, when we fink into a cenforious, uncha- @ 
ritable difpofition ; when the soul is moft fpiritual in its actings; 
though it hath the keeneft averfion to fin, yet it can bear the mott, J 
with the weaknefles of others: Rom. 15. 1. We then that are frrong 
ought bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleafe our{clves. 
‘Gal. 6. 1, 2. Never give place to the devil, nor imitate that ma- 
lignant fpirit in any refpect; but carefully copy after the meck, 
loving, and compaffionate Jefus, when he faith to his fleeping dif- 
ciples, The /pirit 1s willing, butthe flefh is weak. No tempcr ismore 
remote fromthe genius’ of the gofpel, and a proper fenfe of our own 
Corruptions: without adue care, and caution in this part of our 
conduct, we fhall make our connection unprofitable, yea fink it 
into contempt. ee 


It isthe duty of church members to pray for one another, and 


felation ; wen) are the weaknefles and wants of the Saints : furely | 
we ought to plead for cach other before the throne of God, that he 
would fupply, keep, and Comfort us ; make us peaceful and prof- 
oe Let Zion at large hare in your fervent breathings, 
aay the particular church you belong to. We are call- 
to this by the word of God, and the circumftances of his people, 
one bal fometimes in fuch throbbing forraws, as almoft incapaci-- 
Plalm 77. attend unto it. Pm fo troubled that cannot 
—Itis incumbent on members of churchcs to be conftant, and con- 
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he word preached, prayer meetings, church pee and ordi- 
efe opporty- 


fore all. As we have named the name of Chrift, we ought to 
depart from iniquity : every ftation and relation of life fhould be 
carefully regarded, at home, abroad, in things civil or facred ; to 
know and practife our duties to fuperiors, equals, and inferiors ; 
to continue to fhew the fame loyalty and love to your King, and 
obedience to magiftrates as Proteftant Diflenters have yr done: 
fhew yourfelves good fubjeéts, good neighbours, good hufbands or 

Mm wives, mafters or fervants, parents and children, tradefimen or la- 
bourers, &c. A due regard to thefe things, will evince that you 
know how to demcan yourfelves inthe church of God. See a fur- 
on. thefe things in Dr. Gill’s Body of Practical 

' Having Rinted: at fome of the duties incumbent on you as mem- 
bers of churches, we fhall now briefly fhew how they ought tobe 
performed. As the caufe of God i religion is of a folemn nature 
moft certainly it ought not to be attendéd to ina trifling, carelefs, 
indifferent manner ; but with thegreateft ferioufnefs and folemnity. 
Wehad better trifle with all, than with God and thethings of eter- 
nity: confequently they ought to be performed with all our 


in aflembling together for worfhip : conftant in hearin 
"E, ities but upon urgent neceffity ; a contrary conduct would be at- 
° ended with pernicious confequences to many, and might be fo to 
‘3.11 ; your minifter wounded, your brethrens minds grieved and : 
Si fturbed, and your own fouls injured : for none can fay what may 
 Bbe lott by fuch a conduct. Such a behaviour would be fatal tothe ; 
ERR ntereft, for what one may do, many, yeaall might ; then it is ) 
, aly toate what the confequences would be, It is faid of primitive ae 
chriftians, that they continued ftedfaftly in the apoiftles doctrine, 
Win breaking of bread and in prayer. 
| We ought to attend con{cientioufly as well as conftantly ; not Ten: 
‘Rin a trifling, carelefs manner ; or when the fervice is half over to 
1 the diturbing, and incommoding the whole congregation : who- 
Mmever act fuch a part, let itnever be faid, or feen that you do fo : let | 
| WB your feats never be empty, when the pulpit is occupied : be ftudi- 
| Boully careful bow, and what you hear ; never give into that dron- 
ifh deportment of flumbering, or fleeping ; or that contemptuous 
conduct ef toffing the leaves of your books about ; remembering 
| BB you are come to hear and not read there : watch againft a gadding, : 
roving, unfteady behaviour there ;, and remember that the eyc of 
God furveys your conduct. Gen. 28.17. How dreadful is this 
| place ! this is none other than the houfe of God. Read Ecc. 5.1. Acts 
10. 33. In fhort, it behoves members of Chriftian community to ; 
be patterns of holinefs to cach other; their works fhould thine be- | 
( 
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You ought to perform thefe dutiesin a wife, prudent manner; # 
nbt with rath precipitancy, or unguarded temerity. If ever wif 
dom is proper to direét, or prudence to be difplayed, they appear ‘ 


meceflary toa right diicharge of thefe dutics. 


The duties incumbent upon you, ought to be in a dili- 
t, and conftant way : adiligent, cven, regular deportinent, bef § 


mes religion : extreams never laft long. ‘“Uhofe who appear 


all fire, too frequently and fuddenly turn to ice: aregular,uniform § 


conduct, and fteady pace are moft likely to wear the beft. Henee 
it is faid, Be mot weary in well doing. 


Whatever you do, it ought to be done faithfully ; without hypo- § 
crify or partiality ; not preferring one before another ; not con- § 
niving at finin yourfelyes or others. 1 Tim. 21. / charge the @ 
before Ged and the Lord ‘fefus Chrift,and the eleé argels, that thou ob- @ 


 thele things without preferring oue before another, doing nothing @ 


by partiality. Beloved what thou doft, do faithfully. 


; In a word, what: you do in a way of duty for God and his caufe, : 
-ought to be done cheerfully,not by compulfion or force ; but from a 
the noble {prings of love and gratitude, ever remembcring, whcn § 


you have done all, you are unprofitable fcrvants. 


 Themotives to enforce a fteady, regular, diligent difcharge of @ 
duty are numerous and folemn. You were formed by God for fer- 9 
vice, and ought to fignalize yourfelves by a magnanimity of foul, § 
too great to bend to trifles, or ftoop to fordid deligns. If you con- § 


fider God, your felves or others, you will find, dear brethren, a {o- 
Jemn fomething, to ftir you up to aé for his caufe. We might 
mention the purity of worfhip you are honoured with ; freedom 
from types and thadows, popery and ceremonies,human forins, and 
filly fopperies ; a right to choofe your own minifters, &c. but we 
fli | wave thefe ideas, and hint at the following things, as motives 
to ftir you up to diligenve and delight in the caufe of religion. 
Are you the chofen of God whomhe has lov’d with an everlaft- 


ing love, and made eternal provifion for? ; 


workmanfhip of the Ho} 
dead, guided when wan 


ey d youwhen deferv’d tobe filent in darknefs ? Are you interell- 
countels, covenant, promifes, and {pecial providence of 
Jod? Do you profefs to believe the diftin ifhing doétrines of elec- 
prey particular Redemption, efficacious Grace, final Perfeverance 

A are you enroll’d among the tribes of God's Ifrael, honoured 
with a name amonegtt the precious fons of Zion ? are you favoured 
with pure gofpe! ordinances, fuitable means of inftru@ion in righ- 


pov z * Angels care for, and watch overyou? is Earth with 


Ghoft, who hath quicken’d you when 


hom hegrappled with encmies, groan’d | 
under a weight of wrath, and weltered under forrow ? Are ro the § 


ering, confirm’d you when wavering, and § 


Crcatures with all their ufefulnefs, hcayen with 
all 
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alf its glory, Yoursg? then furely, you ought to confider theft 
things as motives to ftir you up to diligence in your feveral duties 
inthe church of God. Prove you efteem the God you worfhip 
worthy of your fupreme affection 5 the truchs you embrace are ac- 
cording to Godlinefs ; the worfhip you engage in, is what the 


eternal God has preferib’d. Brethren, the time is fhort, the Nigit 


cometh when no Man can work. . 

Another animating motive to ftir you up to vigilance, activity 
and zeal in the church of God, is, that you have a kind and om- 
nipotent Saviour who will make ail grace abound toward you ; 
who will aid you inthe difcharge of duty, commend you in is, 
and reward you for it. Heb. 4. 15. For we have not an hizh Prie/} 
who cannot be touched with feeling of our infirmities &e. 2 Cor. 9, 
8. And God is able to make ail grace abound toward you; that ye al- 


ways having all fufficiency in all things may ab.und to every good work. 


Read Rev. 3. 10, 11. | 
We with you to confiler how the glory of God is link’d with 


your conduct ; when you as church Members are regardlefs of 
truth, negligent in order, vicious in your lives, mingle with the 
world in luxury, vanity and diflipation ; when you are loofe and 
frothy, carelcfs and cozening in your dealings ; how is our God 
difhonour’d? Onthe contrary, when you fill up your relation 
with honour, keep your ftations, are fteady, uniform and zealous ; 
what honour doth this bring to God? = Herein is my Father glori- 
fied if ye bear much Fruit. John 15. 8. | 

The thoughts, of others likewife, ought to ftir you up to vigo- 
rous exertion of Soul in the fervice of God. Have you not Fami- 
lies and Friends, whom you wifh to be holy, humble, honorable 
and happy? Then furely you ought to be circumfpeét in the 


_-whole of your deportment, O that you may take the feeble by 


the hand, and wifely condué& them in the paths of triith and picty ; 
and never lay a ftumbling block before them: Surely your Fami- 
‘lies muft lie near your hearts; if you are not the means of their 
Converfion, you may be pure from their blood. 

It ought to be your concern to ftop the mouths of gainfzyers, to 
‘baffle the Infidel tribe, and confound the fchemes and malignant 
‘defigns of the Devil, who wants to rafe the foundation of the 
Church. We would therefore dear Brethren, addrefs all the paf- 
fions you are poffefs’d of ; we with by every argument of a folemn, 
moving, pathetic nature to woo you to the fervice ; from the love 
you have to God; the fear you ought to fhew to him; the hope 
‘you have in him; from the gratitude you owe to him; from the 
principle of felf-love which is interwoven in our nature ; and thofe 
acts of true benevolence we dught to fhew to others, to fhine as 
lights in this dark world; if _ don’t who muft? ‘You are Mem- 
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that you are the objects of heaven's diftinguifhing care: Dignifi-§ 


nis Body, with whom you ought te fympathize.—Inha. § 

eae sae City of our God, whofe laws, and orders you ought g 
eo regard - Refidents in this houfe, and fhould be concern’d tor ff 
the credit, comfort, and welfare of tne Fainily Plants 1n_ this Mim be 


Garden, which ought toemjt a fragrant. odour — ines in this 
Vin-yard, which ought +o yield exhilerating fruit— Seed in this§ 


Field, and ought to produce a plentiful crop.— We have fhewn § 


ed with honours,!oaded with mercies,under laws that are excellent, 3 
whofe un:on is clofe,whofe obligations are numerous and increaling; 
who are ftewards of a variety of gifts, grace, ordinances and op- a 
portunities, which you ought to confider you are accountable for. a 
If you wilh to honour God; to be honourable yourfelyes ; to bel 


comiortable together in your relation, encouraging to your Mi- 4 


nilters; repel your adverfaries; encoyrage the timorous ; happy in 4 
life, honorable at death, and triumphant in glory for cver: Be@ 
foliswers of God as dear Children. 
refpeét to the eff.&s and confequences refulting from 
properr gard to them, they are many and folemn: The motives, 
already, mention’d clearly evince this: Befides thefe we fhall briefly " 
hint at the following, An indifference about the Church of God & 
fuliydeciarcs that his glory appears too remote from, or is not fuf- § 
ficien ly imprefs’d upon our hearts; Adifrezard to the practical § 
“gart of chriitianity, isa bold, and daring atfempt to alter the elta- 
biifled laws of heaven ; fubvert the defigns of God, and render § 
abortive the very end of our-new creation, \and fpirtual relation ; § 
iti a making the Garden of the Lord like a 2 aa and is trying a | 

dangerous experiient, whether Zion’s God pays any regard to his § 
own honour. A neglect of, and trifling with the things of God, § 
moft certainly is endangering,and rifking the poffeffion of ’em ; it 
is encouraging the wicked, drawing a gloom over the whole fcene | 
of Chriftianity > yea, it is a leaving the door open for the very in- 
roads of Hell, if not furnithing our Enemy with pointed darts 
dipt in % to throw atys. 
_ Qn the contrary, what may not a Church expect, who walk § 
together agreeable to the commands of God? What can’t their & 
joint Prayers draw down from their covenant Father? What pro- § 
tection and priviledges may not they expect? A Church walking 
together agreeable.to the preferib'd rules, may, upon the furett 
the prefence, fmiles. and blefling of God. Pfalm 
By thi means a pegp 


le are likely ta have their mercies and pri- 

| Sontinucd. It is alway Sa non-improvement of priviled- 
foie provokes God to take them from a people. The Jewith 
and the Afiatic churches fully evince this 21 Mat. 
Another 
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Another bleffing fuch a people may expect, (and a very great 
one it is) they are the moft likely to be free from hypocrites and 
unbelievers ; not but Churches who are the moft circum{p.ct may 
be deceiv’d, yet thefe are the leaft liable to be impos’d upon, 

Likewife this will have a tendency to draw and allure young 
converts: Oxr Vines have tender grapes. The coldnefs and car- 
nality of Church Members, have frequently checked the {pirit of 
enquirers ; while the livelinefs and activity of others, have en- 
couraged them in the ways of God. Churcheg walking together 
inthe faithand fear of God are the beft proof againft the power and 


ht 
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. * licy of Satan, while the carelefs and carnal become anealy prey : 
. le By fuch a deportinent the very arduous work and employ of Offi- 
¢ Mae ccrs amongift you will be much facilitated ; whereas leannefs and 
. fe languor always increafe their burden. Yea you will have. more 
n 8 enjoyment, brighter hopes of Heaven, and be train’d up for glory. 


Thus, dear Brethren, we have with fecling concern im- 
parted our cordial advice; to which we fhall add our fervent Pray- 
Mee crs that you may know more dittinctly, and practife more freely 
ee and fp:ritually, every part of duty which you are called to in this 
@ hich, this honourable relation; ‘hat you may enjoy all the {weets 
fe of Zion’s Hill; be training up for the full enjoyment of God in 
m the Church triumphant, warre duties will be delightful, darknefs 
difpeli’d, and you with th: thoufands of the redeemed, fit down 
with Abraham, ifaac and Jacobin the Kingdom ofyour Father. | 

And now. Brethren, we commend you to God, and the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to ive you an inberi.ance 
qmong all them which are fanétified. With our fervent Prayers, that 
your love may abound yet more and move in all knowledge, and in all 
judgement : That ye may approve things that are excellent ; that ye may 
be fincere, and without offence till the day of Chrift: Being filled with 
the f uiis of righteouf.e/s, which are by Fifus Chrift unto the glory and 
p aie of God. Always abounding in the work of the Lord, forajmuch 
Gs ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. | 


Signed on Behalf of the Brethren, 
RICHARD HOPPER, Moprararor. 


BREVIATES. 
Tuefday evening, being met, after prayer and chufing a Mode- 
rator, the letters from the feveral churches bei ng read, and minutes 


taken of their contents, we concluded im prayer. Next morning a 
B 2 little 
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Vitele after fix o’clock, we met again for prayer and other engage 
ment. Ata quarter after ten o’clock, the public meeting began 
“Brother Butler and Brother Fuller prayed ; Brother Sutcliffe preach 
‘ed fron Rev. 2. 1. Who walketh in the midft of the feven golden comm 
dleflicks. Brother Evans prayed ;and Brother Ryland, Sen. 
from. 1 Cor. 6. 17. But be that is joined: to the Lordis one 
Brother Hall concluded in prayer. At halfan hour after five, Brom 
‘ther Skinner prayed ; Brother Smith preached from 1 Pet. 2.49 
To whim coming.as unto a living fione, difallowed indeed of men, tim 

' ‘thofen of God and precious. Brother Guy concluded in prayer. Thea 
‘fame evening after public fervice was ended, the contents of thi 
Circular letter were read ; feveral alterations were made, and it wai 


Ordered to.be printed. | 
On Thurfday morning we met for prayer, and communicating 


“our experience (as minifters) in the courfe of the laft year ; whichil 


‘we findon many accounts, very endearing and yfeful. As affiini 
are fp cifeumftanced both in church and ftate, as to need the pray 
‘ers of every good man; it would be very defirable, and what wel 

_ ‘would mioitcarneftly recommend to Mafters of Families to (preal 
thofe affecting feenes before God; & forchurches not to be unmindll 
‘fulofthem. one o’clock the Affociation was concluded withll 

*prayer by Brother Hopper. 
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| Added to the Churchés - 62 Nate, Titec of thefe were 


y Note, of thefe 24 are dead,or 
difmiffed by Letter, and lf 
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excluded. 


The next Aflociation to be held at Nort ampton wednefda it 
““Whitfun week, -Minifters and Meffengers fir 


fore... Brother Gill and. Brother Hal} cafe olf 
failure, id Brother anid Mef- 
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DIVINE PROV? 


REPRESENTED UN A 


CIRCULAR 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
Affembled at NorTHAMPTON, May 25, and 26, 1779: 


Godhead; eternal and perfonal Election ; original Sin; particular § 
Redemption ; free Juftification by the imputed Righteoufhefs of Chriit; » 


efficacious Grace in Regeneration ; the final Perfeverance of the Saints ; 
_ and the Independency, or congtegational Order of the Churches of 
Chriftinviolably. 


To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters 

from, meeting at Nottingham, Sheepfhead, Leicefter, Sutton-in- 

. the-Elms, Arnfby, Foxton, Clipftone, Oakham, Spalding, Soham, 

Kettering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, Carleton, and 

St. Alban’s; as alfo the many Churches not yet in the Affociation, 

who, notwithftanding, countenance’it by the Attendance of their 
Minifters, and many of their Members : — 


Grace be with you! 
Beloved in the Lord! 


T.TENDED by the kind care of our heavenly father, we met in 
fafety at the place appointed. After one of the brethren had en- 
gagedin prayer, the Letters from the feveral affociate Churches were read. 
Thefe.afforded a mixture of joy and grief. Many complained of deadnefs 


Maintaining the important Doétrines of three equal Perfons in the, 


> 
FROM THE Paty 


and indifferency.., Yet fome had additions, and others {poke of pleafing 


profpects in theificongregations. On the whole, the general ftate of re- 


ligion feemed fomewhat encouraging. 


We rejoice to learn, that the Charches continue fleadily to maintain the . 
noble doétrines mentioned annually at the head of our Letters. We pray 


that their-efficacy in your fouls, and influence on your lives, may witneis 
an abundant increafe |, With pleafure we obferve your affectionate love to 
the proteftant caufe. How glad thould we be, if we had nothing to do 
but to commend and encourage! But, dear brethren, are there none who 
fin againft a gracious Gop, your*own precious fouls, and: diftrefs 
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